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MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT 
March 19. 1959 - 9:00 AM 



Others present Secretary Herter 

Deputy Under Secretary Murphy 
Aaaletaat Secretary Merchant 
Mr. Reinhardt 
Ambassador Whitney 
General Goodpastar 
Mr. Hagerty 
Major J 



This was the second meeting involving informal briefings for the 
Macmillan talks. Secretary Herter mentioned that his primary ob- 
jective in requesting this meeting was to discuss procedural matters. 
In answer to the President's qmsstion, he said there has been no 
change in the position paper. He visualises that the two main areae 
of disagreement between the U.S. and the U.K. will be: 

(1) The broadness of our position with regard to the agenda 
for a foreign ministers conference, and 

(2) Whether or not a date should be specified for a summit 
meeting. 

On the summit issue, the U. S. . Germany and France are pretty much 
together. The U.K. position, differing from the others, is that the 
date for a summit meeting should be set forth in our reply. 

The President then repeated the view which he had expressed previously 
with r egard to Macmillan's loss of r""t«»^l purifon. • • 

. . . Ill 11 I I '.'.', '. ; '.ll'.'.l '.'.'.'. '.'.'. '.'. '.iiiniiiiiy' • • • • '••' 11 I I Gromyko will 
offer nothing constructive at a foreign ministers meeting. The Presi- 
dent wonders how long the British public will stand for continued in- 
sults at the hands of the Soviets. Mr. Murphy and Ambassador Whitney 
doubted that the British feel that their faces have been slapped, that on 
the contrary they tell themselves Macmillan's attitude has mollified 
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Some discussion relative to schedules and administrative matters 
fallowed. The President approved the list of the permanent U. S. 
group for the meetings with Macmillan. They are Secretary Herter. 
Mr. Murphy. Mr. Merchant and General Gaodpastar. (The President's 
secretary, Mrs. Whitman, will accompany General Goodpaster. ) On 
the British side, the permanent group will consist of five people, 
Mr. Macmillan. Mr. Lloyd, Ambassador Cacda. Mr. Brook and 
Mr. Milton. 

Turning to another item, the President questioned the meaning which 
we currently attach to the term "European sscurity. " On learning from 
Mr. Murphy that it pertained to proposals for a neutral sone, the Presi- 
dent expressed astonishment at the favor which that proposal seems to 
be gaining in mis country. 

The President then turned to the subject of nuclear inspection. Here 
he repeated the thoughts which he had expressed in the meeting of 
March 17th on the subject of development of a practical inepectlon 
system. The President is of the opinion that we should desert the 
scientists, and to some extent the Department of Defense in their in- 
sistence on obtaining a perfect system. What the President desires 
is a workable system which will give a true picture to the extent de- 
sired. He holds no brief for the number of inspection stations which 
must be set up in the USSR, be it 2, 15 or 40; he holds no brief for 
any one particular degree of tolerance eo long as the system is ade- 
quate to ensure the criterion agreed upon. Here jSecretary Herter 
pointed out the difficulties which might be anticipated from the Senate 
in securing ratification of any agreement which allows for a thrsshold. 
He expressed the view that an agreement which could be restricted to 
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atmospheric testa might be satisfactory. The President agreed 
emphatically with respect to atamospheric tests. He expressed the 
opinion that this would, in large measure, reduce the total number 
of tests, conducted by virtue of the costly nature of conducting 

underground tests. ^ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: . 




Secretary Herter briefly mentioned the fact that the high altitude 
tests of 1958 had been made public yesterday without approval of the 
government. Thie brought a strong reaction from the President, 
who ie of the opinion that some scientist had released the information. 
General Goodpastsr explained the efforts to keep the release in per- 
spective which had been made the day before. Mr. Sullivan* of the 
New York Times, apparently had notified Karl Harr that they were 
about to release the information which they had been holding back for 
some time at the remonstrance of Defense. In General Goodpaster*s 
view, the Times felt it wae about to lose a scoop* since the discussion 
of this test series was becoming prevalent. The President n£»rrnd 
to the publication of mis matter in strong terms, and deplored any 
plans for releasing more information on the basis that some bad al- 
ready leaked. General Goodpastsr assured him mat we have never 
authorised further disclosure of information. To set the record 
straight General jGoodpaster advised the President that part of the 
information which had been released was already available to the 
scientists through the IGT. due to the radiation readings which had 
been transmitted from the satellites. The scientists who had made 
these readings were not under governments 1 control. 

The President then turned away from this subject to continue with his 
thoughts on a nuclear test ban. For our first step, we should restrict 
our agreements to refraining from conducting tests in the atmosphsre. 
We should not initially strive for perfection of detection of all shots, 
including those detonated underground. Me recognised mat there may 
be difficulty in securing agreement from the Soviets for any sort of 
test ban short of complete abolition. Be recognised the Soviet position 
on the veto and their fear of espionage. He stated that he wanted 
Dr. ff1T"*-i Mr. McCone and somebody from Defense available to 
come to Camp David for these discussions. In view of the fact that 
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only the West will adhere to the agreements, and ia view also of the 
fact that very high altitude shots (he mentioned 300-mile altitude) 
will send almost negligible radiation to the earth, he desired to fol- 
low this approach and discuss the matter with the British. 

Turning to the economic questions set forth ia the briefing book, the 
President expressed the opinion that the British desire primarily only 
to complain in this area. He inquired if there had been any movement 
since the wool import law of 1954. Secretary Herter and Mr. Hagsrty 
informed the President that there ia an opinion pending . Secretary 
Herter recommended a "sympathatic listening" approach. The Presi- 
dent expressed the understanding that oar code visualises an import 
tax oa the 36 million pounds of wool which come ia. The revenues 
thus obtained are used to compensate the sheep growers. He directed 
that Dr. Paarlberg be alerted to brief him oa the details and status 
of this 1954 wool act. (See memo of Dr. Paarlberg's conference with 
the President* this date. ) Ambassador Whitney offered the recommenda- 
tion that these economic matters be discussed to some extent, since 
Macmillan is more sympathetic to our viewpoint than is Lloyd, who 
normally deals with our economic relationships with Britain. 

With regard to recognition of the GDH. the President expressed the 
view that Adenauer will never come near it. He mentioned the conflict- 
ing reports which had coma from Paris and Bona oa the subject of the 
high level talks ia those places. Secretary Herter and Ambassador 
Whimsy agreed that we have not as yet found out what really did hap- 
pen in those conferences. 

The President then requested the Stats Department to begin work on 
writing up a draft communique. He approved Mr. Merchant's recom- 
mendation, which would: 

(1) indicate ia the communique that the U.S. and Britain 
had agreed on their position with respect to the Soviet note of 
March 2nd, and 

(2) ensure mat the results of the conference would be positions 
ssnt to the NATO working group. 

The President then made an estimate as to the decision facing the British. 
The question is whether they are willing to break with Adenauer. This 
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is an extremely difficult question. Six month* after the war., whan 
the Western allies were in the position of victors over Germany, we 
could dictate our position. Now it ia eaeential mat our position vs. 
the Soviet* be satisfactory to the Weet Germans. He faelssthat the 
British should face up to the isaue of what may are willingCtoddo in 
the face of German objections. He feels that we have beeffesresting 
much effort on auch vague procedures as "informing eachisfeer of our 
thinking. " 

The Praeident men mentioned once more the nuclear testing item, in 
an attempt to place it in the perepeetlve of our overall position in the 
world. Anything we and the Soviets can do to build confidence in each 
other's word is a step forward. We of the West are at present in the 
position of refusing everything brought up. This presents^ poor image 
to the world, regardless of how spurious the Soviet proposals may be. 

In passing, the President mentioned Khrushchev*e s tatemsffl t to 
Macmillan, to the effect that the Soviets have no intereat tUttesting 
email weapons, and that their thinking ia baaed on weapoutepf large 
megaton yield. Secretary Her tor said this smtement is bsittg evaluated 

at the state Department. :::: ::::::::: :".■.::: '.•.•.'.•.'. :*.*.:*.;*. w.w '.'.'.'. '.'.'.'.'. 
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The President then addressed the problem of how to handle tha 
viait to Secretary Dallas in the hoapltai bafora leaving for Camp 
David. After a phone call to the Secretary, the Preeid eat aeked 
Secretary Berter to inform MacmiUan of the Preaideat'a deaire to 
take him (Macmillan) on a friendly visit to aee Secretary Dalle*. 
If Macmillan bimaelf deairea also to take Salwyn Lloyd, tibia would 
be satisfactory. 

After diacusaion of administrative matters, each as preaa photography 
and the schedule at Camp David, the meeting came to an end. 



John S. D. Eisenhower 
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